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Cycles of Fate  
 
In Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë, the 
conflicts and reconciliations between 
generations reveal how fate and personal 
choices shape the lives of the characters. The 
story centers on two families, the Earnshaws 
and the Lintons, whose fates are deeply 
intertwined. While the older generation's 
choices lead to bitterness and revenge, the 
younger generation offers hope through 
understanding and reconciliation. 
 
Heathcliff, the central figure of the older generation, is consumed by anger and 
a desire for revenge. His mistreatment by Hindley Earnshaw and his heartbreak 
over Catherine's marriage to Edgar Linton drive him to make choices that 
perpetuate conflict. Heathcliff's actions-such as manipulating Isabella Linton into 
marriage and mistreating Hareton, Hindley's son-create a cycle of pain that 
affects everyone around him. These choices suggest that Heathcliff believes 
fate has dealt him a cruel hand, and he uses his bitterness to justify his actions. 
 
However, the younger generation-Cathy, the daughter of Catherine and Edgar, 
and Hareton, Hindley's son-chooses a different path. At first, their relationship is 
marked by misunderstanding and resentment. Cathy, raised in privilege, looks 
down on Hareton's lack of education and refinement. Meanwhile, Hareton 
resents Cathy's arrogance. Over time, they begin to break free from the 
bitterness they inherited. Cathy helps Hareton learn to read, and they grow to 
respect and care for one another. Their bond symbolizes the possibility of 
overcoming past conflicts and choosing reconciliation over revenge. 
 
Brontë's exploration of fate and choice is evident in the generational cycles of 
Wuthering Heights. The older generation seems trapped by their circumstances, 
allowing bitterness to dominate their lives. In contrast, Cathy and Hareton show 
that individuals can break free from the patterns set by their predecessors. By 
choosing forgiveness and understanding, they create a more hopeful future. 
Through this contrast, Brontë suggests that while fate may influence lives, 
personal choices ultimately determine whether people repeat the mistakes of 
the past or move forward. 
 
 


