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Fear Strikes the Capital: The D.C. Sniper Attacks 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. Reflect on the impact of the D.C. Sniper attacks on the Washington, D.C. 
metropolitan area. How did the random nature of the shootings create fear 
and uncertainty in the community, and what measures were taken to ensure 
public safety? 

 

2. Discuss the role of law enforcement and the massive manhunt that was 
launched to capture the snipers. How did cooperation among multiple 
jurisdictions lead to the eventual capture of John Allen Muhammad and Lee 
Boyd Malvo? 

 

3. Explore the motive behind the D.C. Sniper attacks and the snipers' plan to 
extort money from the government. How did their actions reveal a sinister plot 
aimed at creating chaos and panic? 

 

4. Share your thoughts on the legal proceedings and sentencing of John Allen 
Muhammad and Lee Boyd Malvo. Do you agree with the outcomes of their 
trials, considering the severity of their crimes? 

 

 


