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The Great Depression: America's Darkest Hour 
Short Answer Key 

1. The conditions during the Great Depression were characterized by 

widespread unemployment, economic hardships, homelessness, 

and hunger. Many businesses closed, and families struggled to 

make ends meet. 

2. President Roosevelt's New Deal programs aimed to address the 

economic crisis by providing relief to those in need, stimulating 

economic recovery through public works projects, and 

implementing financial reforms to prevent a similar catastrophe. 

3. Families during the Great Depression faced challenges such as 

unemployment, poverty, homelessness, and hunger. Parents 

struggled to provide for their children, and families had to make 

difficult decisions about how to allocate limited resources. 

4. The Dust Bowl had a devastating impact on those living in the 

Southern Plains. It caused severe droughts and dust storms, leading 

to crop failures, economic hardships, and widespread migration as 

families sought better living conditions elsewhere. 

5. The Great Depression had long-lasting effects on the United States, 

including changes in the way Americans viewed and interacted 

with their government. It led to the establishment of social safety 

nets and regulations designed to prevent future economic crises. 

 

 

 


