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The Great Depression: America's Darkest Hour

Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. This is a subjective question, and the answer may vary
depending on individual perspectives. A possible response
could discuss how the family would have faced unemployment,
budgeting, and resource allocation, possibly relying on
community support and government assistance.

2. The role of government in responding to economic crises is
essential, as demonstrated by the New Deal during the Great
Depression. Government intervention can provide relief, create
jobs, and enact policies to stabilze the economy. The
importance of such intervention depends on the severity of the
crisis and the specific circumstances.

3. Resilience during difficult times involves individuals and
communities adapting, supporting one another, and finding
creative solutions. Communities may organize support networks,
while individuals may develop new skills or seek alternative
livelihoods. Resilience also involves maintaining hope and a
positive outlook.

4. Parallels between the Great Depression and other economic
crises often involve economic downturns, unemployment, and
social challenges. Lessons from the past include the importance
of government intervention, social safety nets, and the need for
proactive policies to prevent future crises. Understanding history

helps us make informed decisions in times of economic pardship.
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