
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

The Great Depression: America's Darkest Hour 
The Great Depression, one of the most significant and 
challenging periods in American history, left an indelible 
mark on the nation. Lasting from 1929 to the late 1930s, 
it brought about immense economic hardships, 
widespread unemployment, and considerable social 
and political change. In this passage, we'll explore the 
causes, effects, and the resilience of the American 
people during this trying time. 

The Roaring Twenties and the Crash 

During the 1920s, the United States experienced a period of remarkable 
economic growth and cultural vibrancy known as the Roaring Twenties. The stock 
market soared, and consumerism thrived as people purchased new products, 
such as automobiles and household appliances. However, beneath the surface 
of prosperity, there were underlying issues that would contribute to the Great 
Depression. 

Stock Market Crash 

The Great Depression began with the stock market crash of October 29, 1929, 
known as "Black Tuesday." On this day, stock prices plummeted, wiping out 
significant portions of wealth for investors. Banks and businesses faced financial 
collapse, setting off a chain reaction of economic turmoil. 

Economic Downturn 

The stock market crash marked the beginning of an economic downturn that 
affected nearly every aspect of American life. Businesses closed, factories halted 
production, and unemployment skyrocketed. Millions of people lost their jobs and 
homes, leaving them struggling to survive. 

The Human Toll 

• Unemployment and Homelessness 
One of the most visible consequences of the Great Depression was the high 
rate of unemployment. Many people lost their jobs and were unable to find 
new ones. Homelessness became widespread, and shantytowns, known as 
"Hoovervilles," emerged in cities across the country. 

• The Dust Bowl 
In addition to economic hardships, parts of the United States experienced 
environmental disasters during the Great Depression. The Dust Bowl, a 
severe drought and dust storm event in the Southern Plains, left thousands 
of families without homes or livelihoods. Many were forced to migrate to 
other regions in search of work and better living conditions. 
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• Challenges to Families 
Families faced significant challenges during this period. Parents struggled 
to provide for their children, and many children went to bed hungry. 
Families often had to make difficult decisions about how to allocate limited 
resources. 

Government Response 

• The New Deal 
In response to the crisis, President Franklin D. Roosevelt introduced a series 
of programs and policies known as the New Deal. These initiatives aimed to 
stimulate economic recovery, provide relief to those in need, and reform 
the financial system. The New Deal included measures like Social Security, 
the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), and the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA). 

• The Role of the CCC and WPA 
The Civilian Conservation Corps and the Works Progress Administration 
employed millions of Americans in public works projects, such as building 
roads, bridges, and parks. These programs not only provided jobs but also 
left a lasting impact on the nation's infrastructure. 

Enduring Legacy 

• Long-lasting Effects 
The Great Depression's effects were felt for many years, even after the 
economy began to recover. It forever changed the way Americans 
viewed and interacted with their government. It also led to the 
establishment of social safety nets and regulations designed to prevent a 
similar economic catastrophe. 

• Resilience and Strength 
Despite the immense challenges of the Great Depression, the American 
people demonstrated remarkable resilience and strength. Communities 
came together to support one another, and individuals found ways to 
survive and adapt. This era left a lasting legacy of perseverance and a 
sense of unity. 

• The Road to Recovery 
The Great Depression ultimately came to an end with the outbreak of World 
War II, as the war effort led to increased industrial production and job 
opportunities. While the scars of the Depression remained, the nation 
emerged stronger and more determined than ever before. 

 

 

 


