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Brushes of Deception 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Victor likely recruited Oliver for art forgery because he saw an 

opportunity to profit from Oliver's artistic talent. His ultimate goal 

was to sell the forged paintings for a substantial sum, making a 

significant profit in the process. 

2. Oliver's internal struggle played a central role in the story as it 

drove the conflict and decisions he made. It showcased the 

tension between immediate financial needs and long-term 

artistic integrity, ultimately leading him down a path of 

deception and moral compromise. 

3. The story highlights the importance of maintaining one's integrity 

and ethical values, even when facing financial difficulties. It 

demonstrates the consequences of deception and the risks 

associated with taking shortcuts to achieve success. It also shows 

that true success should be built on honesty and authenticity. 

4. Yes, Oliver's decision to cooperate with authorities and expose 

the forgery ring was the right one. It allowed him to make 

amends for his actions, help bring the culprits to justice, and start 

on a path to redemption. It also showed his commitment to 

rectifying the wrongs he had committed and upholding the 

values of honesty and integrity. 

 

 

 


