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Defying Expectations  
 
In Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë, the 
characters of Catherine Earnshaw and Isabella 
Linton challenge the traditional roles of women 
in Victorian society. Victorian norms often 
dictated that women be obedient, passive, 
and focused on maintaining their family's 
reputation. However, Brontë creates complex 
female characters who resist these 
expectations in different ways. 
 
Catherine Earnshaw is a passionate and headstrong woman. She grows up at 
Wuthering Heights, where she develops a deep, tumultuous bond with 
Heathcliff. Catherine refuses to conform to the traditional idea of a gentle, quiet 
woman. Instead, she openly expresses her emotions and desires, even when 
they conflict with societal expectations. For example, she confesses to Nelly that 
she loves Heathcliff fiercely but chooses to marry Edgar Linton because it will 
improve her social standing. Catherine's struggle between love and societal 
pressure highlights her rebellious nature and the difficult choices women faced 
in her time. 
 
Isabella Linton, on the other hand, initially appears to embody the Victorian 
ideal of a refined, submissive woman. Raised in the genteel atmosphere of 
Thrushcross Grange, Isabella is quiet and polite. However, her character evolves 
when she falls in love with Heathcliff. Against her family's wishes, she marries him, 
believing in the romantic ideal of love. This decision, though impulsive, shows her 
willingness to defy societal norms and pursue her desires. Unfortunately, Isabella's 
marriage to Heathcliff reveals his cruelty, and she eventually finds the strength to 
leave him, taking their son with her. This act of independence and self-
preservation reflects her growth as a character. 
 
Through Catherine and Isabella, Brontë challenges the traditional roles of 
women in Victorian society. Catherine's fiery personality and Isabella's journey to 
independence demonstrate that women can be complex, strong, and defiant 
of the expectations placed upon them. Their stories reveal the struggles and 
resilience of women who refuse to be confined by societal norms. 
 
 
 


