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Defying Expectations 
 
Open-Ended Questions 
 

1. Do you think Catherine made the right decision in marrying 
Edgar? Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. How does Isabella's journey reflect the challenges women 
faced in Victorian society? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. What lessons about individuality and societal expectations can 
readers learn from Catherine and Isabella? 

 
 
 
 
 

4. How might the story have changed if Catherine and Isabella 
had conformed entirely to Victorian expectations? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


