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Navigating Nigeria's Government: A 
Journey into Democracy 
Nigeria, the vibrant and populous country in West 
Africa, operates under a democratic system of 
government that reflects its diverse culture and 
complex history. In this reading passage, we will 
explore the government of Nigeria, from its 
structure to its key institutions and the role they play 
in the country's governance. 

Democracy in Nigeria 

Nigeria's journey to democracy has been marked by challenges and triumphs. 
The country gained independence from British colonial rule in 1960 and has since 
experienced periods of military rule, followed by the return to democratic 
governance in 1999. Nigeria's current democratic system is based on a federal 
structure, which means that power is shared between the central government 
and individual states. 

The Three Branches of Government 

Like many democracies around the world, Nigeria's government is divided into 
three branches, each with specific roles and responsibilities. 

• The Executive Branch: The executive branch of Nigeria's government is 
headed by the President, who serves as both the head of state and the 
head of government. The President is elected by the citizens of Nigeria and 
is responsible for executing and enforcing the laws of the country. The 
executive branch also includes the Vice President and the President's 
cabinet, which is composed of ministers responsible for various government 
departments. 

• The Legislative Branch: Nigeria's National Assembly represents the 
legislative branch of government. It consists of two houses: the Senate and 
the House of Representatives. Members of the National Assembly are 
elected by the citizens and are responsible for making and amending laws. 
They also oversee the executive branch's activities, including approving the 
national budget. 

• The Judicial Branch: The judicial branch is responsible for interpreting and 
applying the laws of Nigeria. The highest court in the country is the Supreme 
Court, which ensures that laws are consistent with the constitution. The 
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judiciary also includes other lower courts, which handle various legal 
matters, from criminal cases to civil disputes. 

Federalism and State Governments 

Nigeria practices federalism, which means that the country is divided into states, 
each with its own government. As of my knowledge cutoff date in 2022, there are 
36 states in Nigeria, each with its governor and state legislature. State 
governments have the authority to make and enforce laws within their respective 
states, as long as these laws do not conflict with federal laws. 

Local Government 

In addition to the federal and state governments, Nigeria also has local 
governments at the grassroots level. These local governments are responsible for 
addressing the needs of communities and towns. Local government officials are 
elected by the residents of their respective areas, and their roles include providing 
essential services such as education, healthcare, and infrastructure 
development. 

Challenges and Progress 

Nigeria's democratic journey has not been without challenges. The country has 
faced issues such as corruption, political instability, and ethnic tensions. However, 
Nigeria has made significant progress in strengthening its democratic institutions, 
improving electoral processes, and promoting good governance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


