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Is College Worth the Cost? It Depends on Your Path! 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The passage suggests that the value of a college education 
depends on your career path because some careers, like 
medicine and engineering, require specialized knowledge that 
you can only get through college. However, for other careers 
like entrepreneurship or skilled trades, you might not need a 
traditional college degree, so it depends on what you want to 
do in the future. 

2. Pursuing a career in medicine can be advantageous because it 
typically leads to a high-paying and respected profession. 
Doctors help people and have job security. However, it also 
involves a lot of years of education, which can be expensive and 
time-consuming. So, while it can be rewarding, it requires a 
significant commitment. 

3. Personal growth and lifelong friendships gained in college can 
be valuable in a teenager's future career because personal 
growth helps develop important life skills like communication, 
time management, and problem-solving. Lifelong friendships 
can lead to valuable professional connections. These qualities 
can help in any career, making the college experience 
worthwhile beyond academics. 

4. Yes, in addition to career goals and financial situations, 
teenagers and their families should consider the location and 
reputation of the college, the availability of scholarships and 
financial aid, and the potential for future job opportunities in their 
chosen field. Additionally, they should think about their own 
interests and passions when making such an important decision. 

 

 

 


