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The Bumbling Detective and the Case of the Missing Banana 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Detective Archie's approach was unconventional and comical. 

He used unusual methods like interrogating fruits and bringing in 

pancakes, which added humor to the story. Ultimately, his 

willingness to think outside the box and his ability to laugh at 

himself led to the resolution of the case. 

2. The story suggests that humor and lightheartedness can make 

problem-solving more enjoyable and can help diffuse tense 

situations. Detective Archie's ability to find humor in the case and 

laugh at his own mistakes allowed him to connect with Mrs. 

Jenkins and resolve the situation positively. 

3. Detective Archie's mistake showed that he was a well-meaning 

but often clueless detective. However, it also revealed his 

genuine care for Mrs. Jenkins and his willingness to admit his 

errors with humor. Their shared laughter strengthened their bond. 

4. One possible message is that unconventional thinking and 

humor can lead to creative problem-solving and unexpected 

solutions. Detective Archie's ability to find joy in the process, even 

when he made mistakes, showcases the importance of a 

positive attitude in tackling challenges. 

 

 

 

 

 


