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The Detective's Dilemma 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Detective Sarah Williams was motivated to visit Mark frequently 
and become emotionally attached to him during the 
investigation because she saw parallels between Mark's 
troubled past and her own challenging upbringing. This 
emotional attachment made it difficult for her to remain 
objective and balanced in her decision-making. Her empathy 
for Mark and her personal experiences influenced her actions 
throughout the case. 

2. Detective Sarah's decision to reveal the new evidence despite 
her personal feelings for Mark was guided by her commitment to 
the principles of truth and justice. She believed that her duty as 
a detective was to uncover the real culprit and ensure that 
justice was served, even if it meant releasing Mark. Her decision 
reflected her dedication to upholding the law and maintaining 
the integrity of the justice system. 

3. "The Detective's Dilemma" highlights the challenges and ethical 
responsibilities that law enforcement officers may face in their 
pursuit of justice. It illustrates the delicate balance between 
personal empathy and professional duty, emphasizing the 
importance of prioritizing the principles of truth and justice over 
personal emotions. The story underscores the complexities of 
making difficult decisions in the field of law enforcement and the 
need for ethical considerations in such situations. 

4. Answers to this question will vary based on students' personal 
experiences or hypothetical situations they may choose to 
discuss. Students can share their own decision-making processes 
when faced with dilemmas involving conflicting personal 
feelings and responsibilities. 


