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Soccer Around the World: How Different Cultures Play the Game 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Soccer plays a significant role in shaping cultural identity in Brazil. The 
"samba style" of play reflects Brazilian culture's emphasis on flair, creativity, 
and joy. Soccer is deeply embedded in Brazilian society, with children 
playing in the streets and beaches from a young age. It serves as a unifying 
force that brings people together, transcending social and economic 
divides. The colorful celebrations, music, and passion that accompany 
Brazilian soccer matches are expressions of the country's vibrant culture. 

2. Spain and Japan have different approaches to soccer, reflecting their 
distinct cultural values. Spain's "tiki-taka" style emphasizes precise passing 
and ball possession, reflecting Spanish values of technique and teamwork. 
In contrast, Japanese soccer emphasizes discipline, respect for the 
opponent, and skill development. Both cultures share a deep love for the 
sport, but their styles and approaches differ, highlighting the diversity of 
soccer worldwide. 

3. Legendary players like Diego Maradona and Lionel Messi have a profound 
impact on Argentine soccer. They contribute to the country's soccer 
heritage by showcasing exceptional skills and achieving success on the 
international stage. Maradona, in particular, is revered as a national hero, 
and his "Hand of God" goal and the "Goal of the Century" are iconic 
moments in soccer history. These players inspire future generations and 
evoke a sense of national pride, making soccer an integral part of 
Argentine identity. 

4. Discipline, teamwork, and tactical precision are key qualities in German 
soccer. They contribute to Germany's prominence in international soccer 
by ensuring that players work together seamlessly as a team and execute 
tactics efficiently. Germany's youth development system reinforces these 
qualities from a young age, producing well-rounded and disciplined 
players. This approach has led to success in various international 
tournaments and solidified Germany's reputation as a soccer powerhouse. 

 

 

 

 

 


