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Friends in Dilemma
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Some friends may have distanced themselves due to the severity
of the accusation and doubts about Lucas's innocence. Others
like Emma, Mia, and Liam chose to stand by him because they
believed in his character and wanted to support him during a
difficult time. True friendship often requires trust, empathy, and
the willingness to stand by each other in times of adversity.

2. The false accusation likely took a toll on Lucas's emotional well-
being and damaged his relationship with the town. The town
may have learned the importance of reserving judgment until all
facts are known and the legal process is complete, and the
value of offering support and apologies when mistakes are
made.

3. In real-life situations, people may face dilemmas where they
must choose between supporting a friend and seeking justice.
The decision may be influenced by the evidence available,
one's belief in their friend's character, and the consequences of
their actions. Consequences may include strained relationships,
moral dilemmas, or regrets.

4. The story "Friends in Dilemma" teaches us that loyalty, trust, and
standing by friends during challenging times are essential
qualities of true friendship. It underscores the importance of
reserving judgment, supporting loved ones, and seeking justice

through fair and thorough investigations.
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