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Discovering and Publishing Anne Frank's Diary 
In 1945, the world learned of a remarkable story hidden away during the darkest 

days of World War II: the diary of Anne Frank. This young girl's journal, filled with her 

tho ughts, feelings, and experiences, would go on 

to touch the hearts of millions and become one of 

the most important and enduring literary works of 

the 20th century. But how was Anne Frank's diary 

found and eventually published for the world to 

read? Let's explore this incredible journey. 

Discovering Anne's Diary 

The discovery of Anne Frank's diary can be attributed to the actions of Miep Gies, 

one of the unsung heroes of this story. Miep Gies, along with her husband Jan, 

worked for Anne's father, Otto Frank, in Amsterdam. When the Frank family went 

into hiding in July 1942, Miep and Jan played a vital role in helping them survive. 

They, along with a few others, provided food, supplies, and emotional support to 

the hidden families. 

Despite the constant danger they faced from the Nazis, Miep and Jan risked their 

lives to assist the Franks and the others in hiding. They brought news from the 

outside world and maintained a connection to the life they had before the war. 

In August 1944, tragedy struck when the secret annex was betrayed, and the 

occupants were arrested by the Nazis. The hiding families, including Anne, were 

taken away. It was a devastating moment, and it seemed as though the diary 

and the hopes of those inside the annex had been lost forever. 

Anne's Diary Survives 

Miep and Jan Gies found Anne's diary scattered on the floor of the annex after 

the arrest. Miep quickly picked up the loose pages and notebooks, knowing that 
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they contained Anne's personal thoughts and experiences. She did not read the 

diary at that time but kept it safe, hoping to return it to Anne one day. 

Tragically, Anne and her sister Margot did not survive the Holocaust. They both 

perished in the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp shortly before it was liberated 

by British forces in April 1945. It was only after the war, when Otto Frank, the sole 

survivor of the family, returned to Amsterdam, that Miep gave him Anne's diary. 

Publishing Anne's Diary  

Otto Frank was deeply moved by the contents of his daughter's diary. He realized 

that Anne had a remarkable gift for writing and a unique perspective on the war 

and life in hiding. Determined to fulfill Anne's dream of becoming a writer, Otto 

began the process of getting her diary published. 

In 1947, Anne Frank's diary was published in Dutch under the title "Het Achterhuis" 

(The Secret Annex). The diary was met with critical acclaim, and its readership 

quickly expanded beyond the Netherlands. Translations into other languages 

soon followed, making Anne's story accessible to people around the world. 

The diary, now known as "The Diary of a Young 

Girl" or "Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl," 

became an international sensation. It offered 

readers a firsthand account of the Holocaust 

and the life of a young girl in hiding. Anne's 

words resonated with people of all ages, 

conveying a message of hope, resilience, and 

the enduring power of the human spirit. 

 

 

 

 


