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Pakistan's Geography: A Tapestry of
Diverse Landscapes

Pakistan, a country in South Asia, boasts a
ﬁ geography that is as diverse as it is breathtaking.
From towering mountain ranges to vast deserts
and fertile plains, Pakistan's landscape tells a story

of natural beauty and contrasts. In this reading

passage, we wil explore the geography of
Pakistan, both from a global and local perspective, to understand how its

landforms have shaped its history, culture, and way of life.
A Global Perspective: Location and Neighbors

Pakistan is strategically located in South Asia, sharing borders with several
countries. To its west lies Afghanistan, to the north are China and the disputed
territory of Jammu and Kashmir, to the east is India, and to the south is the Arabian
Sea. This strategic location has made Pakistan a key player in regional politics and

trade.
The Mighty Himalayas and Karakoram

In the northern part of Pakistan, you'll find some of the world's most impressive
mountain ranges. The Himalayas, which extend into Pakistan from Nepal, house
some of the planet's highest peaks, including K2, the second-highest mountain on
Earth. The Karakoram Range, often referred to as the "roof of the world," is home

to several other towering peaks and glaciers.

The northern regions of Pakistan, including Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, are a haven for trekkers and mountaineers. The scenic beauty of these
areas, with lush green valleys and pristine lakes, attracts adventure seekers from

around the globe.
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The Vast Thar Desert

In contrast to the north, the southern part of Pakistan is dominated by the Thar
Desert, one of the world's largest deserts. The Thar Desert is known for its arid
landscapes, sand dunes, and harsh climate. Despite the challenging
environment, communities in the region have adapted to the desert's conditions,

practicing agriculture and herding.
The Indus River: Lifeline of Pakistan

The Indus River, one of Asia's longest rivers, flows through much of Pakistan,
shaping its geography and providing water for agriculture. This mighty river has
been essential for the development of civilizations in the region, including the
ancient Indus Valley Civilization. Today, it remains a vital resource for irrigation and

transportation.
The Fertile Plains of Punjab and Sindh

The Indus River basin gives rise to fertile plains in Punjab and Sindh provinces. These
regions are known as the "breadbasket" of Pakistan, as they produce a significant
portion of the country's crops, including wheat, rice, cotton, and sugarcane. The
green fields and extensive canal networks make Punjab and Sindh the agricultural

heartland of Pakistan.

Pakistan's geography is a marvel, offering a wide spectrum of landscapes, from
towering mountains to sprawling deserts and fertile plains. Its unique position in
South Asia has shaped its history, culture, and way of life. As we delve deeper into
Pakistan's geography, we gain a greater appreciation for the natural beauty and

diversity that define this remarkable country.
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