Name

In ancient Greece, a fascinating array of city-
states dotted the landscape, each with its unique
character, government, and way of life. These
city-states were the building blocks of Greek
civilization, and their differences played a
significant role in shaping the course of history. In
this reading passage, we'll explore some of the
major Greek city-states and delve into how they
differed from one another.

Athens: The Birthplace of Democracy

Athens, the capital of modern Greece, is renowned as the birthplace of democracy. In
the 5th century BC, Athenians established a form of government where citizens had the
right to participate in decision-making. This was a radical departure from the rule of kings
and oligarchies seen in other city-states. Athens was also a center of culture and
philosophy, home to famous philosophers like Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. The city was
known for its love of learning, art, and theater.

Sparta: The Warrior Society

In stark contrast to Athens, Sparta was a city-state focused on military might and
discipline. Spartan society was characterized by its emphasis on physical training, with
boys starting their rigorous education at a young age. The Spartan army was legendary
for its discipline and fearlessness in battle. While Sparta had little interest in arts and
philosophy, its military prowess made it a formidable force in ancient Greece.

Corinth: The Commercial Hub

Corinth was strategically located on the narrow strip of land known as the Isthmus of
Corinth, connecting the Peloponnese to mainland Greece. This position made Corinth a
bustling commercial hub, and it became wealthy through trade. The city was known for
its skilled craftsmen and famous exports, such as Corinthian pottery. Corinth also had a
strong navy, making it a significant player in the politics of ancient Greece.

Thebes: Rivals and Innovators

Thebes was another prominent city-state in ancient Greece, known for its rivalry with
Athens and Sparta. It played a pivotal role in the history of Greece, with leaders like
Epaminondas and Pelopidas introducing innovative military tactics that challenged
Spartan dominance. Thebes also had its share of great thinkers, including the poet Pindar.
The city's fortunes rose and fell over the centuries, but it left a lasting mark on Greek
history.

Megara: The Stoic City

Megara was a smaller city-state but played a notable role in the development of
Stoicism, a philosophical school of thought. The philosopher Zeno of Citium, who founded
Stoicism, hailed from Megara. Stoicism emphasized virtue, rationality, and




