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Dorothea Tanning: Surrealism's 
Enigmatic Artist 
Dorothea Tanning, a prominent figure in the 
world of Surrealism, left an indelible mark on the 
art movement with her enigmatic and thought-
provoking creations. In this reading passage, we 
will explore the life, artistic journey, and 
contributions of Dorothea Tanning to Surrealism. 

Early Life and Introduction to Art 

Dorothea Tanning was born on August 25, 1910, 
in Galesburg, Illinois, USA. Her early years were 
marked by a passion for reading and a keen 
interest in the arts, particularly poetry and 

painting. It wasn't until she discovered the works of Surrealist artists like Salvador Dalí and 
René Magritte that she found her true artistic calling. 

Joining the Surrealist Movement 

In the 1930s, Dorothea Tanning moved to New York City, where she became part of the 
Surrealist movement. She quickly established herself as a prominent artist, creating 
paintings, drawings, and sculptures that reflected the movement's fascination with the 
subconscious, dreams, and the mysterious. 

Artistic Style and Themes 

Tanning's art often featured dreamlike and hallucinatory imagery, blurring the lines 
between reality and fantasy. Her works frequently included surreal landscapes, unsettling 
characters, and eerie settings. "Birthday" (1942) is one of her most famous paintings, 
depicting a strange, bird-like creature in a mysterious room. 

Collaboration with Max Ernst 

In 1943, Dorothea Tanning met the renowned Surrealist artist Max Ernst. They fell in love 
and married, becoming a powerful creative duo. Their collaboration influenced each 
other's work, and Tanning continued to create art alongside Ernst. 

Later Life and Legacy 

After Max Ernst's death in 1976, Dorothea Tanning continued to create art and write 
poetry. She remained an active and influential figure in the Surrealist community until her 
passing in 2012 at the age of 101. Her work has been featured in numerous exhibitions 
worldwide and is celebrated for its unique blend of beauty, mystery, and Surrealist 
intrigue. 

 


