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Dorothea Tanning: Surrealism's Enigmatic Artist 
Short Answer Key 

1. Dorothea Tanning's artistic style often featured dreamlike and 

hallucinatory imagery, blurring the lines between reality and 

fantasy. Common themes in her works included surreal 

landscapes, unsettling characters, and eerie settings. 

2. Dorothea Tanning's marriage to Max Ernst resulted in a powerful 

creative partnership. They influenced each other's work and 

continued to create art together, contributing to each other's 

artistic journeys. 

3. "Birthday" is one of Dorothea Tanning's most famous paintings, 

depicting a strange, bird-like creature in a mysterious room. Its 

significance lies in its dreamlike and enigmatic imagery, which 

aligns with Surrealism's fascination with the subconscious and the 

mysterious. 

4. After Max Ernst's death in 1976, Dorothea Tanning remained an 

active and influential figure in the Surrealist community. She 

continued to create art and write poetry, participating in 

exhibitions and leaving a lasting impact on the movement. 

5. Dorothea Tanning's legacy is marked by her unique blend of 

beauty, mystery, and Surrealist intrigue. Her contributions to 

Surrealism, her dedication to her craft, and her long-lasting 

influence on the art world make her a celebrated figure in art 

history. 

 


