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Dorothea Tanning: Surrealism's Enigmatic Artist 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Dorothea Tanning's collaboration with Max Ernst was a significant aspect of 
her artistic journey. Their relationship influenced each other's work, leading 
to a blending of their artistic styles. Ernst introduced her to Surrealism, which 
became a central theme in her art. Tanning, in turn, contributed her unique 
perspective and creativity to their collaboration. Their partnership allowed 
them to explore the depths of Surrealism, and their works reflect a fusion of 
their individual artistic visions. 

2. Dorothea Tanning's art often blurred the lines between reality and fantasy. 
In her painting "Birthday," for instance, she created a dreamlike scene with 
a strange creature in an eerie room. This blurring of reality and fantasy 
allows viewers to question what is real and what is imagined, reflecting 
Surrealism's fascination with the subconscious and the mysterious. Tanning's 
ability to evoke a sense of wonder and unease in her viewers is a hallmark 
of her artistic style. 

3. Dorothea Tanning's longevity as an artist demonstrates her unwavering 
dedication to her craft and her deep connection to Surrealism. She 
continued to create and exhibit her work well into her later years, defying 
traditional expectations of retirement. This dedication highlights her 
commitment to exploring the themes and concepts of Surrealism 
throughout her life, reinforcing her place as a significant figure in the 
movement. 

4. Dorothea Tanning's Surrealist art has had a profound influence on the 
broader art world. Her unique style, characterized by dreamlike imagery 
and mysterious settings, has inspired other artists to explore the realms of 
the subconscious and the irrational. Her contributions have enriched the 
Surrealist movement and encouraged artists to push the boundaries of 
artistic expression, keeping Surrealism relevant and influential in 
contemporary art. 

 

 

 

 

 


