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The Minds Behind the Declaration: Authors 
and Drafters 
The Declaration of Independence is one of the 
most cherished and significant documents in 
American history. It is not just a statement of 
independence from British rule; it is a profound 
declaration of principles that have shaped the 
nation's values and identity. But who wrote this 
remarkable document, and who were the key 
figures involved in drafting it? 

The Primary Author: Thomas Jefferson 

The primary author of the Declaration of Independence was Thomas Jefferson, a 
brilliant thinker and Virginia delegate to the Continental Congress. Thomas 
Jefferson was known for his eloquence and deep understanding of political 
philosophy. He was chosen to draft the declaration because of his reputation as 
a skilled writer and his philosophical insights. 

Key Figures in the Drafting Process 

While Thomas Jefferson is credited as the principal author, he did not work in 
isolation. Several key figures played important roles in the drafting process: 

• John Adams: John Adams, another influential figure and Massachusetts 
delegate, nominated Thomas Jefferson to write the declaration. Adams 
was a passionate advocate for independence and played a crucial role 
in building support for the declaration among fellow delegates. 

• Benjamin Franklin: Benjamin Franklin, known for his wisdom and diplomacy, 
provided valuable input during the drafting process. Although he did not 
have a direct hand in writing the document, his presence and guidance 
were highly regarded. 

• Roger Sherman and Robert Livingston: These two delegates, Roger Sherman 
from Connecticut and Robert Livingston from New York, also served on the 
committee to draft the declaration. While they did not contribute 
significantly to the document's content, their presence was important in 
representing diverse interests among the colonies. 
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The Committee of Five 

To draft the Declaration of Independence, the Continental Congress appointed 
a committee known as the Committee of Five. This committee was responsible for 
drafting the document that would declare the colonies' independence from 
Britain. The Committee of Five consisted of: 

• Thomas Jefferson (Virginia): As mentioned earlier, Thomas Jefferson was the 
primary author of the declaration. He drafted the initial version of the 
document. 

• John Adams (Massachusetts): John Adams was a strong advocate for 
independence and played a pivotal role in persuading the Continental 
Congress to declare independence. 

• Benjamin Franklin (Pennsylvania): Benjamin Franklin, a respected elder 
statesman, provided his insights and wisdom during the drafting process. 

• Roger Sherman (Connecticut): Roger Sherman was known for his practical 
approach to politics and represented the interests of the smaller states. 

• Robert Livingston (New York): Robert Livingston, while initially involved in the 
drafting process, ultimately did not sign the final document. 

The Drafting Process 

Thomas Jefferson took the lead in writing the initial draft of the Declaration of 
Independence. He drew inspiration from various sources, including Enlightenment 
philosophers like John Locke. Jefferson's eloquent prose captured the spirit of the 
American Revolution and expressed the colonies' desire for freedom and self-
determination. 

After Jefferson completed the draft, it was reviewed and edited by the other 
members of the Committee of Five and later by the entire Continental Congress. 
There were debates and revisions, but the core principles and ideas remained 
intact. 

On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress adopted the final version of the 
Declaration of Independence, which was signed by representatives from the 
thirteen colonies. The document was then sent to be printed and distributed 
throughout the colonies, cementing its place in history. 

The Declaration of Independence not only declared the colonies' separation 
from British rule but also laid the foundation for the United States of America. It has 
become an enduring symbol of freedom, equality, and the pursuit of happiness. 


