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The Dazzling Dragonfly 
Have you ever noticed a long, shiny insect 

zipping around a pond or a garden? That might 

have been a dragonfly! Dragonflies are 

fascinating creatures that have been around for 

millions of years—long before the dinosaurs went 

extinct. Let’s learn what makes them so special. 

Dragonflies are insects, which means they have 

six legs, three body parts, and two pairs of wings. But unlike most insects, 

dragonflies are expert fliers. They can hover in one spot, dart backward, or even 

fly upside down! Their wings are transparent and shimmer in the sunlight, making 

them look like tiny flying jewels. 

One of the coolest things about dragonflies is their eyes. Each dragonfly has two 

large compound eyes made up of thousands of tiny lenses. This gives them 

excellent vision, allowing them to see almost everything around them at once. 

This super sight helps them catch their favorite food: mosquitoes and other small 

flying insects. That’s right—dragonflies are nature’s pest controllers! 

Dragonflies begin their lives in water. Female dragonflies lay their eggs in ponds, 

lakes, or marshes. When the eggs hatch, baby dragonflies, called nymphs, live 

underwater. Nymphs are small and look nothing like adult dragonflies. They spend 

months, or even years, growing and eating tiny water animals before finally 

climbing out of the water to transform into adults. 

As adults, dragonflies only live for a few months, but during that time, they are 

busy flying, eating, and finding mates. They are also important to the 

environment, helping to control insect populations and serving as food for birds 

and frogs. 

Next time you see a dragonfly, take a closer look. These dazzling insects are not 

only beautiful but also an important part of nature’s balance! 


