
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Dragonflies: Masters of Flight 
Dragonflies are some of the most skilled 
fliers in the insect world. With their two pairs 
of strong, transparent wings, dragonflies 
can move in ways that few other creatures 
can. Let’s explore how these amazing 
insects move and why they are such 
efficient hunters. 

Dragonflies don’t just fly; they are experts 
at it. They can hover in place like a 

helicopter, dart forward, glide backward, and even fly sideways. This 
incredible range of motion makes dragonflies some of the most agile fliers 
in nature. Their wings can move independently, which allows them to 
control their direction and speed with precision. 

When it comes to speed, dragonflies are among the fastest insects. Some 
species can fly as fast as 35 miles per hour! This speed, combined with their 
ability to make sharp turns, helps them catch prey midair. Dragonflies are 
so skilled that they can grab insects, like mosquitoes and flies, while both 
are flying. In fact, they catch about 95% of the prey they go after—an 
impressive success rate. 

Dragonflies also use their excellent flying skills to escape predators. Birds, 
frogs, and spiders often try to catch them, but a dragonfly’s quick 
movements make it a difficult target. If you’ve ever tried to follow a 
dragonfly with your eyes, you know how quickly it can disappear. 

While dragonflies are best known for their flying, they also move in other 
ways during their life cycle. As nymphs, dragonflies live underwater and use 
a special jet-propulsion system to move. They push water out of their bodies 
to propel themselves forward, helping them hunt for food and escape 
danger in the water. 

From the moment they leave the water as adults, dragonflies are built to 
soar. Their powerful wings and sharp reflexes make them one of nature’s 
most efficient movers. The next time you see a dragonfly zipping through 
the air, remember that you’re watching a true master of flight. 


