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Dragonflies and Their Relationships with Other Species 
Dragonflies are fascinating creatures that 
interact with many other species in their 
environment. While they don’t form close 
relationships like humans or some animals 
do, they are part of important ecological 
connections. Let’s explore how dragonflies 
interact with other species and if they have 
any symbiotic relationships. 

Dragonflies are predators, which means 
they hunt and eat other insects. This makes 

them helpful to humans because they control populations of pests like 
mosquitoes and flies. However, their role as predators doesn’t form a mutual 
relationship because the insects they eat don’t benefit. 

Although dragonflies don’t have mutualistic relationships—where both 
species benefit—they do share other types of connections. For example, 
dragonflies sometimes fall victim to parasitism. Parasites like water mites can 
attach to dragonfly nymphs (the baby stage) and feed off them. This 
weakens the dragonfly and makes it harder for them to hunt or escape 
predators. 

Dragonflies also play a role in the food chain as prey. Birds, frogs, spiders, 
and fish often eat dragonflies, especially when they are nymphs in the 
water. This type of interaction benefits the predator but not the dragonfly, 
which is an example of a one-sided relationship. 

In some cases, dragonflies interact with other species through 
commensalism. For instance, some small insects may follow dragonflies to 
catch smaller prey stirred up during their flight. In this relationship, the 
smaller insects benefit from the dragonfly’s hunting activity, while the 
dragonfly isn’t affected. 

While dragonflies don’t form cooperative or mutualistic relationships like 
some animals, their interactions with other species are vital to keeping 
ecosystems balanced. They play a key role as both hunters and prey, 
showing how even small creatures can make a big impact on their 
environment. 


