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Drake: From Degrassi to Chart-Topping Rap Star 
Drake, whose real name is Aubrey Drake Graham, is a multi-
talented artist known for his remarkable career in hip-hop 
and rap music. He has become one of the most influential 
and successful musicians in the industry today. Born on 
October 24, 1986, in Toronto, Canada, Drake's journey in the 
entertainment world began as a child actor. He played the 
role of Jimmy Brooks in the popular TV series "Degrassi: The 
Next Generation." Despite his acting success, Drake had a 
passion for music that couldn't be denied. 

Musical Breakthrough 

Drake's musical breakthrough came in 2006 when he released his first mixtape titled 
"Room for Improvement." This mixtape gained attention in the hip-hop community and 
marked the beginning of his career as a rapper. In 2009, he released another mixtape, 
"So Far Gone," which included the hit single "Best I Ever Had." This song catapulted him to 
mainstream success. 

Album Success and Chart-Topping Hits 

Drake's debut studio album, "Thank Me Later," was released in 2010 and debuted at 
number one on the Billboard 200 chart. His subsequent albums, including "Take Care," 
"Nothing Was the Same," and "Views," all achieved critical acclaim and commercial 
success. Drake's ability to blend various musical styles, including rap, R&B, and pop, 
contributed to his chart-topping hits. 

OVO Sound and Collaborations 

In addition to his solo career, Drake founded OVO Sound, his own record label, in 2012. 
This label has helped launch the careers of other notable artists. Drake is also known for 
his collaborations with artists such as Rihanna, Future, and Lil Wayne, producing numerous 
chart-topping songs together. 

Awards and Achievements 

Drake's impact on the music industry is undeniable. He has won multiple Grammy Awards, 
Billboard Music Awards, and MTV Video Music Awards. His songs have consistently 
topped the charts, making him one of the best-selling music artists globally. 

Philanthropy and Personal Life 

Beyond music, Drake is involved in philanthropic endeavors. He has supported various 
charitable causes, including education, disaster relief, and youth programs. Despite his 
fame, Drake remains grounded and is known for his close relationships with family and 
friends. 

Drake's journey from a young actor on "Degrassi" to a chart-topping rap star is a 
testament to his talent, dedication, and perseverance. His influence on hip-hop and 
popular music continues to shape the industry, making him a true icon. 


