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The Dynamic Duo: How the House and Senate Work Together to Pass 
a Bill 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. A majority vote in the legislative process is significant because it reflects the 
democratic principles of our government. It ensures that decisions are 
made by the majority while also considering the views of the minority. This 
process aims to represent the will of the people, promote compromise, and 
make laws that are supported by a broad spectrum of citizens. 

2. The House of Representatives and the Senate both play essential roles in 
the passage of a bill, but they have unique functions. The House, based on 
population, initiates bills and represents individual districts, while the Senate 
provides equal representation for each state. Both chambers conduct 
committee work, floor debates, and voting. However, the Senate's role 
includes advice and consent for treaties and confirming appointments, 
while the House focuses on revenue-related bills. Ultimately, both chambers 
must agree on the exact wording of a bill for it to become law. 

3. A real-life example of a bill that underwent the legislative process and 
became a law is the Affordable Care Act (ACA) or "Obamacare." The ACA 
aimed to reform the healthcare system in the United States. It was 
introduced in the House of Representatives, underwent committee work, 
floor debate, and voting in both the House and the Senate. After passing 
both chambers, it was signed into law by President Barack Obama. This 
example illustrates the key stages a bill goes through in both the House and 
the Senate. 

4. Compromise and negotiation are crucial in the legislative process to ensure 
that bills can pass both chambers and become law. One example is the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, which aimed to reform the U.S. tax code. 
Lawmakers from different parties had to negotiate and compromise on 
various provisions to secure enough support in both the House and the 
Senate. This effort was essential to pass a significant piece of legislation that 
impacted the nation's tax policies. 

 

 

 

 

 


