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Impact of Race, Ethnicity, and Immigration 
Status on Economic Opportunities 
In our diverse world, individuals' economic opportunities 
and disparities can be influenced by various factors, 
including their race, ethnicity, and immigration status. 
This reading passage explores how these factors can 
affect people's access to economic opportunities and 
highlights the artist Frida Kahlo, known for her works 
addressing identity and cultural diversity. 

Impact of Race, Ethnicity, and Immigration Status on Economic Opportunities 

Race, ethnicity, and immigration status are key determinants of economic 
disparities in society. These factors can shape individuals' access to education, 
employment, income, and overall economic well-being. 

• Education: Access to quality education can be influenced by one's race 
and ethnicity. Discrimination and bias may hinder educational 
opportunities for marginalized groups, affecting their long-term economic 
prospects. 

• Employment: Racial and ethnic minorities, as well as immigrants, often face 
discrimination in the job market. This discrimination can result in limited job 
choices, lower wages, and reduced opportunities for career 
advancement. 

• Income Disparities: Racial and ethnic disparities in income are well-
documented. Minority groups often earn less than their white counterparts 
for similar work, contributing to economic inequality. 

• Wealth Gap: The accumulation of wealth over time is impacted by race, 
ethnicity, and immigration status. Historical factors, such as discriminatory 
policies, have left lasting effects on wealth distribution. 

• Immigration Status: Immigrants, especially undocumented ones, may face 
legal barriers that limit their access to certain jobs and benefits. This can 
result in economic instability and poverty. 

Frida Kahlo: Art as a Reflection of Identity 

Frida Kahlo, a Mexican artist, is renowned for her self-portraits that explore her 
identity and cultural heritage. Her art often delved into the complexities of race, 
ethnicity, and belonging, addressing the challenges faced by marginalized 
communities. 

 

 

 


