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Pennsylvania's Diverse Economy 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Pennsylvania's economy has evolved from a focus on steel 

production in the 19th century to a more diverse landscape in 

the present day. The decline of the steel industry led to the 

growth of other sectors such as manufacturing, technology, and 

healthcare, contributing to the state's economic diversity. 

2. Pennsylvania's research universities play a crucial role in 

technological innovation and economic development by 

conducting cutting-edge research, fostering entrepreneurship, 

and producing a skilled workforce. They collaborate with 

industries to drive innovation in various fields. 

3. Answers will vary but may include mentions of historic sites like 

Independence Hall, Gettysburg National Military Park, or natural 

attractions like the Pocono Mountains. 

4. Pennsylvania can continue to strengthen its economy by 

investing in renewable energy sources, expanding its tech 

sectors, and promoting sustainable agriculture. Additionally, it 

can focus on workforce development and education to meet 

the demands of emerging industries. 

 

 

 

 

 


