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Florida's Flourishing Economy: From Sunshine to Success 

Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Tourism in Florida is a major economic driver, providing numerous 
job opportunities in hospitality, entertainment, and 
transportation. Popular destinations like Walt Disney World, 
Universal Orlando Resort, and Miami Beach generate substantial 
revenue through admissions, accommodations, and 
merchandise sales. The industry's impact on the state's economy 
is evident in its contribution to tax revenue and overall economic 
growth. 

2. Agriculture, particularly the citrus industry, plays a significant role 
in Florida's economy. The state's favorable climate and soil 
quality support the production of oranges, grapefruits, and 
tangerines, which are not only sold locally but also exported 
worldwide. The citrus industry creates jobs in farming, processing, 
and distribution, benefiting both the economy and the 
agricultural sector. 

3. Florida's tech sector is experiencing growth due to a 
combination of factors, including access to talent from 
universities and a welcoming business environment. Startups and 
established tech companies are drawn to cities like Miami and 
Orlando, contributing to innovation, job creation, and 
economic diversification. The potential for further growth in the 
tech sector is promising. 

4. Florida faces challenges such as hurricane risks and 
environmental concerns due to its geographical location and 
climate. These challenges have influenced economic planning 
and policies, leading to the development of resilient 
infrastructure, improved disaster preparedness, and 
environmental conservation efforts. Income inequality is also 
addressed through initiatives aimed at providing economic 
opportunities and affordable housing for residents. 

 


