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North Carolina's Diverse Economy: A Closer Look
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Agriculture has historically been a cornerstone of North
Carolina's economy, providing jobs and sustaining communities.
However, it has also faced challenges such as shifts in consumer
preferences and environmental concerns. Opportunities lie in
diversifying agricultural products and promoting sustainable
practices.

2. The Research Triangle Park has been transformative for North
Carolina’'s economy. It has attracted leading technology and
biotechnology companies, resulting in job creation, innovation,
and a highly skilled workforce. This growth has transformed the
region into a thriving hub for research and development.

3. North Carolina’'s growing technology sector presents
opportunities for economic diversification and job creation.
However, it also poses challenges, including competition for
talent and addressing infrastructure needs. The state can shape
its future economic landscape by investing in education and
infrastructure while fostering a culture of innovation.

4. Tourism is a significant contributor to North Carolina's economy,
supporting local businesses and communities. To promote
sustainable tourism, the state can invest in infrastructure, protect
natural resources, and engage in community-driven tourism

initiatives that benefit both visitors and residents.
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