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The Role of Meerkats in the Ecosystem 
Meerkats play an important role in their 

ecosystem. These small mammals live in the 

deserts and grasslands of southern Africa 

and contribute to the health of their 

environment in many ways. 

One of the key roles meerkats play is pest 

control. Meerkats are insectivores, meaning 

they eat insects like termites, beetles, and scorpions. By keeping insect 

populations in check, meerkats help prevent damage to plants and crops. 

Meerkats also serve as prey for larger animals, making them an important part of 

the food chain. Predators like eagles, jackals, and snakes rely on meerkats as a 

food source. This balance helps maintain a healthy ecosystem. 

Meerkats dig complex burrow systems that provide shelter not only for themselves 

but also for other animals. These burrows can be reused by other species, such as 

snakes and birds, providing safe places to live. 

Additionally, their digging helps aerate the soil. As meerkats dig tunnels, they mix 

the soil, which helps plants grow better by improving airflow and water 

absorption. 

Overall, meerkats are essential to their ecosystem. They help control pests, serve 

as prey, and even improve the soil. This makes them key contributors to the health 

and balance of their environment. 


