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Ed Sheeran: A Musical Journey of Melodies and Success 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Ed Sheeran's early influences, such as Eric Clapton and Bob Dylan, 

significantly shaped his musical style and songwriting abilities. These 

influences introduced him to the power of storytelling through music and 

the importance of heartfelt lyrics. For example, in "The A Team," Ed's ability 

to tell a poignant story with his lyrics and deliver it with emotional depth can 

be traced back to these early inspirations. 

2. "Thinking Out Loud" holds great significance in Ed Sheeran's career as it 

became a wedding favorite and won a Grammy Award. The song's 

enduring popularity can be attributed to its timeless theme of love and 

commitment. The heartfelt lyrics and Ed's soulful vocals resonate with 

listeners, making it a song that transcends generations and holds a special 

place in the hearts of many. 

3. Ed Sheeran's openness about his struggles with mental health has been 

instrumental in raising awareness and reducing stigma. He has used his 

platform to share his experiences, encouraging others to seek help and 

support when needed. By addressing mental health in his music and 

interviews, he has helped create a more accepting and understanding 

environment for those facing similar challenges. 

4. Ed Sheeran's legacy in the music industry is marked by his ability to create 

relatable and emotionally resonant music. He has left a lasting impact 

through his songs that touch the hearts of millions. Additionally, his 

philanthropic efforts, including support for education and children's 

welfare, have made a positive difference in the world. He is celebrated by 

both critics and fans because of his genuine connection with his audience 

and his commitment to making a positive impact beyond music. 

 

 


