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Navigating the Education Journey in China

Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Confucianism places a high value on education, moral values,
and respect for authority. In modern Chinese education,
students show respect for teachers and parents, and there is a
strong emphasis on moral education alongside academics. For
example, the emphasis on respecting teachers reflects
Confucian values.

2. The preparation for the gaokao is a challenging process
involving intense study and competition. Students typically
spend their senior middle school years preparing for this exam. It
is considered one of the most critical moments in a student's life,
as it determines their future educational and career
opportunities. In comparison to standardized tests in other
countries, the gaokao is particularly influential in China as it has
a direct impact on university admissions.

3. Online education platforms in China have gained popularity
due to their flexibility and accessibility. They offer a wide range
of courses and resources, allowing students to learn at their own
pace. However, challenges include ensuring the quality of
online education and addressing disparities in access to
technology and resources.

4. The Chinese education system has strengths such as producing
high-achieving students in mathematics and science. However,
it is criticized for its intense pressure and competition, which can
be mentally and emotionally taxing for students. The emphasis
on rote memorization has also been a subject of debate, as it
may hinder critical thinking and creativity.
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