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The Eiffel Tower 
 
The Eiffel Tower stands proudly in the heart of Paris, France, as 
one of the most recognizable structures in the world. Did you 
know it wasn't always loved by everyone? Today, millions of 
people visit this iconic landmark every year, but its journey from a 
temporary exhibit to a beloved global symbol is full of fascinating 
twists and turns! 
 
The Eiffel Tower was designed by Gustave Eiffel, a brilliant French engineer, for 
the 1889 World's Fair. This event celebrated the 100th anniversary of the French 
Revolution and showcased the achievements of the modern world. At the time, 
many Parisians thought the Tower was strange and even ugly! Artists and writers 
complained that it didn't match the beauty of Paris. But Gustave Eiffel believed 
in his creation. He called it a "great pylon" and a symbol of modern engineering. 
His confidence paid off—the Tower became the centerpiece of the fair and an 
engineering marvel admired by visitors from all over the globe. 
 
Standing 1,083 feet tall, the Eiffel Tower held the record as the tallest man-made 
structure in the world for 41 years, until the Chrysler Building in New York City 
surpassed it in 1930. The Tower is made of iron and weighs over 10,000 tons, but 
its open, lattice design gives it an elegant, airy appearance. It has three levels 
for visitors, with restaurants, museums, and observation decks. The top level 
offers breathtaking views of Paris. On a clear day, you can see as far as 42 miles 
away! 
 
Over the years, the Eiffel Tower has become more than just a building. It 
represents innovation, art, and the spirit of France. During World War II, it played 
a surprising role: the French cut the Tower's elevator cables to prevent enemy 
soldiers from using it as a lookout. Today, it serves as a beacon of hope, often lit 
up in different colors to honor global events or causes. For example, the Tower 
has glowed green to celebrate environmental awareness and sparkled gold to 
welcome the new millennium in 2000. 
 
The Eiffel Tower is now a symbol of love, art, and adventure. Couples flock to it 
for romantic proposals, and children marvel at its dazzling nightly light show. 
From the movies to postcards, it is a star that continues to shine around the 
world. So next time you see a picture of the Eiffel Tower, remember: it's not just a 
building-it's a piece of history and a symbol of what people can achieve with 
imagination and determination. 
 
 
 


