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Election Battles 
The United States has had many presidential 
elections, but some have been more 
controversial than others. In these elections, 
the Electoral College played a major role in 
deciding the winner, sometimes in unexpected 
ways. Let’s explore three of the most contested 
elections in U.S. history: 1800, 1876, and 2000. 

The Election of 1800: A Tie Causes Trouble 
In 1800, Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr tied 
in the Electoral College. Back then, electors 
cast two votes, and the candidate with the 

most votes became president. The candidate with the second-most votes became 
vice president. But when Jefferson and Burr received the same number of votes, the 
House of Representatives had to decide who would be president. After 36 rounds of 
voting, Jefferson was chosen. This problem led to the 12th Amendment, which 
changed the system so that electors would vote separately for president and vice 
president. 

The Election of 1876: The Deal That Changed History 
The election of 1876 was one of the closest in history. Rutherford B. Hayes and Samuel 
Tilden were the two main candidates. Tilden won the popular vote, but there were 
disputes over electoral votes in several states. A special committee was created to 
decide who should get the disputed votes. In the end, Hayes was given the 
presidency in exchange for a political deal that ended Reconstruction in the South. 
This became known as the Compromise of 1877. 

The Election of 2000: A Supreme Court Decision 
In the year 2000, George W. Bush and Al Gore had a very close election. The winner 
depended on Florida, where the vote was so close that a recount was ordered. After 
weeks of arguments and counting ballots, the Supreme Court stopped the recount. 
This meant that Bush won Florida and became president, even though Gore had 
received more votes nationwide. This election showed how the Electoral College can 
elect a president who does not win the popular vote. 

These elections remind us that the Electoral College has played a major role in 
shaping U.S. history. While some believe it helps balance power among the states, 
others think a popular vote would be a fairer way to elect a president. The debate 
continues, but one thing is certain—presidential elections can be full of surprises! 

 


