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The Elephant’s Role in the Ecosystem
Elephants are among the most
important animals in the ecosystems
where they live. These gentle giants
play a key role in keeping their

4 environments healthy and balanced.

- One way elephants help the

ecosystem is by shaping the

x. "‘\- < ot ; .‘-. “iﬁ_
m e P —— ﬁ&? : landscape. As they move through
forests and grasslands, they create paths that other animals use. They also

knock down trees, which opens up areas for smaller plants to grow and

provides food for other herbivores.

Elephants are also important seed dispersers. When they eat fruits and
plants, the seeds pass through their digestive systems and are spread across
large areas through their dung. This helps new plants grow, keeping the

habitat lush and green.

In addition, elephants help maintain water sources. During dry seasons,
they dig in riverbeds with their tusks to find underground water. This action

creates waterholes that other animals can use to drink and survive.

Elephants also impact the food chain. Though they are herbivores and do
not hunt other animals, they help keep the ecosystem balanced. By eating
large amounts of vegetation, they prevent overgrowth, which could harm

the habitat.

Unfortunately, elephants face threats such as habitat loss and poaching.
Protecting elephants means protecting entire ecosystems because of their

important role in nature.
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