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Ellis Island: The Gateway to America 
Short Answer 
1. Why did so many immigrants arrive in New York City in the late 1800s? 

 

2. What was one major problem with Castle Garden? 

 

3. How did Ellis Island improve the immigration process? 

 

4. Why did the U.S. government need a larger immigration station? 

 

5. What happens at Ellis Island today? 

 

 


