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Ellis Island’s Legacy 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers will vary. Some students might say they would feel 

nervous or excited, while others might say they would feel scared 

about passing the inspections. 

2. Answers will vary. Some students might say people have different 

opinions because of jobs, safety, and economy concerns, while 

others might say it depends on how their families came to 

America. 

3. Answers will vary. Some students might want to ask about their 

journey, their feelings, or what life was like after Ellis Island. 

4. Answers will vary. Some students might say Ellis Island should be 

remembered as a symbol of hope, while others might say it 

should be remembered as a place that taught people about 

fairness and diversity. 


