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The Secret Room on Elm Street 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The atmosphere in the old mansion on Elm Street is described as 
eerie and abandoned. The author creates a sense of mystery 
and intrigue through vivid descriptions of the ivy-covered 
mansion and the hidden room filled with dusty books and old 
maps. The creaking stairs and the flicker of light add to the 
suspense, making the location a central element of the story's 
atmosphere. 

2. Eliza's character development is evident as she transitions from a 
curious observer to an active participant in the Seekers of Elm 
Street. Her initial curiosity leads her to enter the old mansion, 
which eventually leads to her involvement in the Seekers' quest 
for the hidden treasure. Her actions impact the group positively, 
as her determination and curiosity help them decipher clues and 
unravel the mystery. 

3. The shadowy figure's motives for following the Seekers could 
vary. They might be seeking the treasure for themselves, aiming 
to prevent the Seekers from discovering it, or trying to protect the 
treasure's secrets. The figure's presence adds suspense and 
tension to the narrative by introducing an element of mystery 
and potential danger, keeping readers guessing about their true 
intentions. 

4. The hidden treasure in the story represents adventure, discovery, 
and the pursuit of the unknown. It serves as a driving force for the 
plot, motivating the characters to solve riddles, decipher clues, 
and work together as a team. The treasure represents the allure 
of the unknown and the excitement of uncovering secrets, 
making it a central element of the story's theme of mystery and 
adventure. 

 

 


