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Rocket Man: The Life and Music of Elton John 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Elton John's stage name, "Elton John," was chosen as a tribute to 

his bandmates Elton Dean and Long John Baldry. This name 

allowed him to distance himself from his birth name, Reginald 

Dwight, and embark on a transformative journey as a music 

icon. It provided him with a fresh identity and became 

synonymous with his musical success. 

2. The partnership between Elton John and Bernie Taupin is pivotal 

in their songwriting process. Bernie Taupin's lyrics complement 

Elton John's melodies, resulting in timeless songs. Their 

collaboration has produced hits like "Rocket Man" and 

"Goodbye Yellow Brick Road," making them one of the most 

successful songwriting duos in music history. 

3. "Your Song" holds significance in Elton John's career as it helped 

establish him as a prominent artist. The song's heartfelt lyrics and 

Elton's emotive singing resonated with listeners. Its enduring 

popularity is a testament to its timeless quality and its role in 

defining Elton John's musical legacy. 

4. Elton John's flamboyant stage persona, characterized by 

extravagant costumes and oversized glasses, became an 

integral part of his live performances. It added a visual spectacle 

to his music, captivating audiences. His stage presence created 

an unforgettable concert experience and contributed to his 

status as an iconic performer. 


