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The Empire State Building 
 
The Empire State Building is one of the most 
famous skyscrapers in the world. Rising high 
above the streets of New York City, this 
incredible structure has been a symbol of 
human ambition and innovation since it was 
completed in 1931. Located in Midtown 
Manhattan at 350 Fifth Avenue, the Empire 
State Building attracts millions of visitors every 
year. 
 
The story of its construction is fascinating. In 
the 1920s, there was a race to build the tallest 
skyscraper in the world. The Empire State Building won that race, becoming the 
tallest building at the time. It was designed by the architects Shreve, Lamb, and 
Harmon, and its sleek, Art Deco style made it a standout structure. Amazingly, 
the building was completed in just 13 months-an incredible feat of engineering 
and teamwork. 
 
Standing 1,454 feet tall with 102 floors, the Empire State Building is truly an 
engineering marvel. One of its most famous features is its observatories. Visitors 
can take an elevator to the 86th or 102nd floor to enjoy breathtaking views of 
New York City and beyond. On clear days, you can see as far as five states! 
 
The building is not just an architectural masterpiece but also a cultural icon. It 
has appeared in countless movies, including the classic King Kong. During World 
War II, it symbolized strength and resilience. Today, its lights change colors to 
mark special events, holidays, and important moments. For example, the 
building glows red, white, and blue on Independence Day. 
 
The Empire State Building has played an important role in society. Originally built 
as an office space, it is still used for business today. Its construction also created 
thousands of jobs during the Great Depression, providing hope to many 
Americans during a difficult time. In 1986, it was declared a National Historic 
Landmark, ensuring its legacy would be preserved for generations to come. 
 
Over the years, the Empire State Building has faced challenges, including being 
surpassed in height by newer skyscrapers. Yet it remains one of the most 
beloved buildings in the world. It's a reminder that with hard work, 
determination, and vision, people can achieve incredible things. 
 
 


