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The Enchanted Mirror 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The child in the poem was curious about the mirror because of 

its mystical appearance. Their curiosity led them to discover the 

mirror's magical ability to reflect inner thoughts and feelings, 

which became a central theme in the story. 

2. The mirror in the story symbolizes the idea that our inner thoughts 

and emotions can be complex and vivid, just like the colorful 

reflections in the mirror. It represents the depth and richness of 

our inner worlds, which is a common theme in symbolist literature. 

3. Readers can take away the lesson that understanding and 

embracing our inner thoughts and feelings is important. The 

mirror in the poem encourages self-reflection and self-discovery, 

reminding us that our inner selves are a vibrant and beautiful part 

of who we are. 

4. The mirror's ability to reflect inner thoughts and feelings can be 

seen as both positive and negative. It is positive because it allows 

people to gain a deeper understanding of themselves. 

However, it can also be negative if someone is not ready to 

confront their own emotions, as it may reveal things they are not 

prepared to face. 

 

 

 

 

 


