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Guardians of the Planet: A Day in the Life of an Environmental 
Scientist 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers will vary but may include challenges such as rough sea 

conditions, equipment maintenance, and ensuring minimal 

disturbance to marine life. Addressing these challenges might 

involve using specialized boats, collaborating with marine 

experts, and adhering to strict ethical guidelines. 

2. An environmental impact assessment is a process of evaluating 

the potential environmental effects of a development project. 

Environmental Scientists use it to identify and mitigate harm to 

ecosystems, ensuring sustainable development. 

3. Environmental Scientists can balance development and 

conservation by promoting sustainable practices, conducting 

impact assessments, and advocating for environmentally 

friendly technologies and policies. 

4. Community engagement is vital for successful conservation 

projects. An example could be a reforestation project where 

local communities are involved in planting and caring for trees, 

creating a sense of ownership and environmental stewardship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


