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The Extracurricular Epidemic 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers may vary but could include reasons such as wanting to 

provide students with more opportunities, appeasing parents' 

desires for well-rounded children, and the belief that more 

extracurriculars would lead to better resumes. 

2. The story highlights how excessive extracurricular activities can 

lead to burnout, exhaustion, and a lack of leisure time. It 

satirically emphasizes the drawbacks of over-scheduling and 

competitiveness. 

3. Answers may vary, but students might argue that leisure time is 

essential for mental and physical well-being, while others may 

believe that more extracurricular activities can offer valuable 

opportunities for personal growth and skill development. 

4. Possible answers might include advocating for a more balanced 

approach to extracurricular activities, encouraging the school 

board to prioritize student well-being, or proposing alternative 

ways to build character and boost resumes. 

 

 


