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The Essential Functions of Political Parties in a Democracy
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Political parties are essential in ensuring that the government represents the
interests and views of citizens by acting as intermediaries between the
government and the people. They advocate for policies and laws that
align with the needs and desires of their supporters, allowing citizens to
have a voice in the decision-making process.

2. Political parties contribute to policy development by formulating and
proposing policies and solutions to address various challenges. They
engage in extensive research and consultations, considering the input of
experts and citizens to create effective policy proposals that can benefit
society.

3. Political parties foster political engagement among young citizens through
various strategies, such as youth-oriented campaigns, outreach programs
in schools and universities, and creating platforms for young people to
voice their concerns. By involving youth in the political process, parties aim
to build a new generation of informed and active citizens.

4. To effectively balance competing interests and viewpoints, a political party
can implement internal mechanisms for consensus-building and decision-
making. They can hold regular meetings to discuss policy positions and
involve members in shaping the party's platform. Additionally, transparency
and open communication can help address concerns and find common

ground among members.
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