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The Tale of Orpheus and Eurydice 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Orpheus is characterized by his deep love for Eurydice, his 

musical talent, and his determination. His love drove him to 

venture into the underworld, his music moved the gods, and his 

determination led to his tragic mistake. 

2. Music in the story represents the emotions of the characters and 

serves as a means of communication. It conveys love, sorrow, 

and longing, reflecting the story's emotional depth. 

3. Love and loss are universal themes that resonate with the human 

experience. The myth explores the profound impact of love and 

the anguish of losing a loved one. 

4. Answers may vary, but alternative choices could include seeking 

guidance from the gods, negotiating different terms with Hades 

and Persephone, or finding a way to honor Eurydice's memory in 

the mortal world. 

 

 

 

 

 


