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The Quest to Defeat the Evil Sorcerer 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The story of Lily and Percy exemplifies the theme of unlikely 
heroes by showcasing how ordinary individuals can rise to 
extraordinary challenges. Despite their initial appearances as a 
young girl and a talking parrot, they prove that bravery, 
resourcefulness, and teamwork can lead to heroism. This theme 
inspires readers to recognize their own potential for greatness, 
reminding them that heroism can come from unexpected 
sources and that anyone can make a difference. 

2. The transformation of Willowbrook from a town plagued by 
misfortune to a place of happiness and celebration highlights 
the idea that individual actions can have a significant impact 
on a community. Lily and Percy's bravery and determination 
inspire the town's residents to come together and overcome 
adversity. This transformation emphasizes the importance of 
courage, kindness, and unity in creating positive change. 

3. The concept of destiny in the story is intertwined with the idea of 
embracing one's purpose. Percy's revelation about Lily's destiny 
serves as a catalyst for her journey, guiding her toward her role 
in saving Willowbrook. This theme encourages readers to 
recognize their own unique paths and to face challenges with 
determination, as they may be fulfilling their destinies in 
unexpected ways. 

4. In an alternative ending where Lily and Percy do not defeat 
Malachi, Willowbrook would remain under the dark curse, and 
the town's residents would continue to suffer. The characters 
would face ongoing hardships and despair. The story's actual 
ending provides closure and satisfaction to the reader by 
resolving the conflict, bringing happiness to Willowbrook, and 
rewarding the heroes for their bravery and determination. 

 


