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Executive Branch in Action: Enforcing and Executing Laws 
Short Answer Key 

1. Law enforcement agencies within the executive branch 

investigate crimes, apprehend criminals, and protect the nation. 

An example of a federal law enforcement agency is the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 

2. Executive orders and directives provide specific instructions to 

federal agencies and officials on how to carry out laws and 

policies effectively. They help streamline the implementation of 

laws. 

3. The President negotiates treaties with other countries, which 

must be ratified by the Senate. This role is significant as it allows 

the United States to establish international agreements, shape 

foreign policy, and protect national interests. 

4. The purpose is to ensure consistent enforcement of federal laws 

throughout the country. Cooperation is important to address 

complex issues, maintain law and order, and enhance overall 

public safety. 

5. Pardons and clemency are presidential powers to reduce or 

eliminate the punishment of individuals convicted of federal 

crimes. Presidents might grant them in cases of injustice, 

compassion, or to correct perceived errors in the legal system. 

 

 

 


