
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

The Presidential Powerhouse: How the President Exercises Executive 
Authority 
Short Answer Key 

1. The President's role as Commander-in-Chief makes them responsible for 

leading the military and making decisions regarding the use of military 

force. An example of this role being essential would be the President's 

decision to deploy troops in response to a national security threat, such as 

a terrorist attack. 

2. Executive orders allow the President to manage the operations of the 

federal government and enforce policies without needing congressional 

approval. They have the force of law, meaning they carry legal weight and 

must be followed by federal agencies and officials. 

3. Checks and balances is a system that prevents any one branch of 

government from becoming too powerful. In the context of the President's 

use of executive authority, it means that while the President can issue 

executive orders, Congress can pass laws to override them, and the 

judiciary can review their constitutionality. This ensures that the President's 

actions are in line with the Constitution and the will of the people. 

4. The President's role as Chief Diplomat is significant because it allows them 

to influence and shape the nation's foreign policy, negotiate treaties, and 

represent the United States to the rest of the world. This role helps maintain 

relationships with other countries, resolve international issues, and protect 

national interests. 

5. The President's role as Head of State is symbolic and ceremonial. It involves 

representing the values and ideals of the United States during ceremonies, 

addressing the nation during important events, and acting as a unifying 

figure. Unlike the President's other roles, such as Commander-in-Chief or 

Chief Executive, the Head of State role is less about making policy decisions 

and more about embodying the spirit and identity of the nation. 


