
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Marco Polo: The Great Explorer 
Marco Polo was one of the most famous 
explorers in history. He traveled from 
Venice, Italy, to China and wrote about his 
amazing adventures. His stories helped 
people in Europe learn about new lands, 
cultures, and inventions. 
Early Life and First Journey 
Marco Polo was born in 1254 in Venice, 
Italy. His father and uncle were merchants 
who traveled to different countries to 
trade goods like silk, spices, and jewels. 
When Marco was 17 years old, he joined 
them on a long journey to China, which 
was then called Cathay. 

The trip was dangerous and difficult. They traveled for three years across deserts, 
mountains, and rivers. Along the way, Marco saw new animals, like elephants and 
crocodiles, and met people who spoke different languages. Finally, they reached 
the court of Kublai Khan, the ruler of China. 
Life in China 
Marco Polo lived in China for 17 years. Kublai Khan liked him and gave him important 
jobs. Marco traveled across China, learning about paper money, coal, and a fast 
mail system. These things were not yet known in Europe. 
One of the most famous inventions he saw was gunpowder. The Chinese used it for 
fireworks and weapons. Marco was amazed and wrote about it in his book. He also 
described the Great Wall of China and the rich palaces filled with gold and silk. 
Returning to Venice 
After many years, Marco Polo wanted to go home. Kublai Khan did not want him to 
leave, but he finally agreed. Marco and his family traveled back by sea, facing 
storms, pirates, and sickness. They reached Venice in 1295, after being gone for 24 
years. 
When Marco returned, people did not believe his stories. They thought he was making 
them up! But when he was put in prison during a war, he told his tales to a writer 
named Rustichello, who wrote a book called The Travels of Marco Polo. 
Marco Polo’s Legacy 
Marco Polo’s book became very popular and inspired other explorers, like 
Christopher Columbus, to travel to new lands. Even though some of his stories were 
exaggerated, his book gave Europeans a first look at China and Asia. 
Marco Polo died in 1324, but his adventures and stories continue to inspire people 
today. His journey showed the world that curiosity, courage, and exploration can 
lead to great discoveries! 


